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A rh Which the Parcaliey: and Fer. 
YG Ff chelr Fd might teach ther co be 
rom the miſ 


"I-18; gerd 88 Soldiers chat he Parc 
"which makes che Attack, hath'a great - 
Advantage over. thoſe who are ta 'defend „5 „ 
eee le in Poſſeſſion uſually ſhew- 
ing leſs Vigor than thoſe: who pie Fog to 
di olleſs, fig: We fee how indifferent many 
Men are with Regard t6 that eſtabliſhed Re- | 
gion they profels, not only as it is their Re- ö 
ligion, bl arr of the Conſtitution. What a 3 
Notion hach Sprung up in ſome years paſt, 
of che N icy there is to humble the — 
1 ü neither is 1 explained to what De | 
is Hu miliation ſhould” extend. We 55 5 
> Lp — 4 Si "Preachers have one great Ad- 
| etz 5 int of Popularity, are able to 
| 12505 id Ibmetimes to draw over the Vul- 
the meet force and 1 55 of Holy 
expreſſed with che Appearatice of 
985 el "and Earneſtneſs, Br they {el- 
3 Wm or hefcr underſtand, and; are frequent- 
Wy not to be underſtood. Their Way of 
' ASH likewiſe, proceeding” from the 
/oluhtary” Conttibution of their People, is 
wende d with the Circumſtances both of 
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- Plenty and good Will, while that of the 

Clergy, is defective in both, and it has been, 

1 and is reckoned a Meritorious Act, I am cer- 
3 tain never once Criminal, to abuſe and de- 
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Neither d. 
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I find that the Hiſſenters have 


yer perhaps the Refuſal would be thought 


4 


Among which, that our Religion is as bad 
as Popery, ſeems to be one of their moſt 
charita le Accifarions. And ſuch Opinions 
delivered from that Eccleſiaſtical Metropolis 
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the ſentime 
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be held for Catholick, whenever they can be 


ſupported by Str ength or Law. 
Theſe, and —— other Reflections Squal- 


ly obvious, I muſt confeſs have fo much 
weight with me, that I am wholly at a Loſs, 
what Reaſons any Gentleman can produce 
who profeſſeth himſelf to be a Member of 
the Church of 7relard, (although we ſhould 


Heart) for ſharing the Civil Power among 
Diſſenters, a Practice ar this Day gw re 
Example in any Part of Chriſtendom, utter 15 
diſapproved by M. De Wit the great A 

vocate for Liberty of Conſcience. nor ob- 
ſerved in Holland the very Region of Tole- 
ration; wherein the Datch are juſtified even 
by Spinoſa himſelf, a Writer whom it 18 hard 


to rank either among Jews, Chriſtians, or 


Infidels. * 855 
Since it Wherefore manifeſtly appears, die 
the Duty, Inclinations and'canſtant Practice 


of all Seftaries, have been to propagate their 


Faith by every Method wits they hold 


to be lawful, (and they have not been al- 


ways the niceſt Caſuiſts) and ſince the fon- 

der any Man 1 his own Tenets, his 7 
orrence mu greater in Proportion for 
= of thoſe who differ from 

him; it may be hoped: that Gentlemen will 
conſider a lite how ey and diffcult 


jected the Power of the W. wr Se 


* 4 
ne alter the. Relig 


on of 5 
Country, and ind ; #6 the u ulual Couſegs 12 
c 4 ſuch a Work i ie Bun D185; x 2 

At the Tine of oh 1 8 chere apr 
peared a dens and g phrign: in, 
many parts of Europe to of the Tyran, 
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Vet in. te cure of the Conteſt, between 


15 


0 Religions, which eyer prev ers | 
enſu d in exery Nation the moſt v Con- 
vulſions of. State, C Wars, Malſasrt en 
Enthuſiaſtich Rebellions, with ingumerable 


Inſtances. of i am „ botl bel 5 
and particular : In e wher 


nations. of the Pe People were; 

towards Reyolt from! Fgpery, th 

Aduences were SAP terrible 2 0 t. i. 
mane Prince Harry the Fight, who 


cc. 1 
obſtinately e the Doct mg, of. Fes 
 Papilts, without Difling he 1 8 5 thols 
Opinions which were: logkec CE. 
mental to the Principles of cac „ Ane ugh 
Periodi during che various Changes 

his three Succeſſors, was 4 — wont ſcene 

Liar, or Perſeewgian s of Heath, Exile, 

or Oppreſion : : Nay, , how terrible, to this 
Very, ny; e our A ns of ;Popery ij 
nd Kingdoms,. e the Fol, 8p = | 
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ſio very inconſiderable in England for their 


1 
s.,* 


Number, and among us yet more for their : 

: Weight. Hora ans Pe ls» ORR 55 n 
Me ſee likewiſe, that the Diſſenters then: 
felyes, when they try d the ſame Experi- 
ment before, were not able to introduce >” os 
their own Religion at a ſmaller Expence than 
that of a long War, and the Death of a great 
M$ KING. 'Tis crue, their Succeſs would in time 
& have amply quitted Cofs, if they could but 

once have ſubdued the Diſpeſitious of the 
People, which ne Violence is durable e. 
nough to. alter, though it may bridle chem 
for a Time; but for want of Management 
or Fortune in this Point, they had the Mor- 

 tification in few Years to ſee the old Religion 


Wherefore if the Diffculties and Dangers 
be ſo great in attempting to change a Ne 

tional Religion, it will perhaps not be eaſy 
| to-aſlign a convineing Reaſon, why an equal 
ſhare of Civil Power ſhould be entruſted with 

| thoſe whoſe Intereſt, and  Inclination, and 
Fraclice it is to make ſuch an Attempt: Un- 
leis chis may be 2 Motive, that if the Bi. 
enters ſhould ſucceed, they would certainly 
never ſuffer ſuch a Point to be diſpurable 
any more, wherein. they would haye the 
greateſt and wiſeſt Part of Mankind in all 4 
Ages on their Side. * e x K 
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I could heartily with that ſome able Ca. 
ſuiſis would ſettle the Notion or Ideas of 
Perſecution; becauſe the meaning of that 


Mord appears to have been very much en- I 
larged and extended, fince T was a Boy: 1 


can en remember When the Diſſenters moſt 
Solemnly declared, Thar their 5 frres reached 


no farther than the Liberty n en | 
GOD. according to their own Judgment: 


now read in 5 5 Pamphlets Where, they call 
' themſelves per ſercuteu, becauſe they are nor 


permitted to ferve their Prince, and C Corry, 
in ſtations of Traſt, Honour, and Profir. Up- 
on this Head, I defire to be fatisficd_ in 


a Doubt which hath very much perplexed 
me; becaufe rhe Matter is of a Strain very 


different from any Thing I have yet met 
with in Reading or Obſervation. Some Years 
ago upon the Rumour of an Invaſion from 
the Pretender, the Diſſenters in all theie | 
printed Papers, and publick Converſations, | 


delivered themſetyes to this' Purpoſe, That | 


4nd . Py dealt un gratefully by them, after 

K. „ 67 " Merits at the REVOLU- 

hat they were e Y Law | 

be Chmmanters in the Arm. 7. hey would not | 
Agb: other Folks. B 1 Int fand New 

ber, and leave the Defence of the Kingdom 


70 the Charch-men ; with many. other Zx- 


preſſons to the ſame — Now I fay, 
= man 


En 
this way of Reaſoning is abundantly above 
my Underſtanding: I have always heard and 
thought, chat the Motives for defending our 

Country were quite of another Nature, that 
Men took up Arms pro aris et fots, for their 


= Lives, their Liberties, their Properties, and 
HKeligion; But to put the Fears of a Po- 


Dis Pretender at the Head of a foreign Army 
in Balance with the hopes F a Civil or 


My Military Employment, is what I cannot reconcile 
with any Notions of Jaſtice or Prudence, of 


Policy or common Senſe: Employments of 
any Conſequence cannor. fall ro the Share of 
one Man among ſome thouſands in a Nat;- 
en; neither perhaps is it Decent for a great 
Bod of Men who deſire to be diſtinguiſh- 
dd by a ſuperior Piety and a more tender 
Conſcience than their Brezhrex, in a formal 


& avowed Manner to defire and ſollicite them. 


For Employments, though very well under- 
ſtood to be beneficial, and conſequently de- 
ſirable Things, by the Corruption of Man- 
kind, yer propecly ſpeaking, are but a Charge, 


and a Burthew, whenever they are executed 


with Diligence and Honeſty, and ſo have 
been always eſteemed both by Philoſophers 
FN REES 
Zut what to me appears yet more wnac- 
TJ connable, is, how the De could find 
aut an Expediens for ſtanding * i a 
5 | |. uch 
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II 
ſuch a Var between the Forces of the Church 
of England and thoſe of a Popiſh Pretender; 

for this they openly declared in all their | 
Pamphlets, and hath, as I remember, been 
charged upon them by Doctor Tisdel, who 
hath ſo highly incurred their Diſpleaſure; I 
deſire ro know what Event they might ex- 
pect from ſuch a Neutrality after a deciſive 
Battel. Or whether any Party in a Nation 
would ſtand Neuters in ſuch a juncture, un- 
leſs by a previous Compact and Agreement 
they had already made their Terms with the 
Enemy, which becauſe T am far from fuſpet- W- 
ing, I therefore will rather impute ſuch un- 
wary Expreſſions to the weak-Heads,' and 
ſtrong Paſſions of Men, who endeayouring to 
make themſelves angry appear on the Stage, 
without their Caution or Prudence about 
en ora dos Lo 
| Upon the Article of Employments ' the | 
Diſſenters are upon a much better Foot than 
thoſe we commonly call the Tories. The 
former are already capable of any Office by 
receiving the Sacrament, as we find by Ex- 
b perience, both Here and in England; but the 
8 Others though ready enough with theit Pro- 
feſions and their Oaths are prudently ex- 
cluded, and full as effectually as a Papiſt or 
a Few, at which proceeding they may pro- 
bably murmur; but they know it * 
e tne7 


they had Reaſon to expect; And yet their 
umbers are but too great in both Xing- 
oms, and ſome of them may be judged 
in charity to be not ſo i affected as the 
Denomination they paſs under makes them 
= LO be chought. | TW 


Thoſe who were either Undertakers or 
= Advocates for repealing the Teſt, took all 
proper Occaſions to celebrate the preſent 
Loyalty of the Diſſenters, and their ſteady 
Affection to his preſent MAJESTY, purſuant 
to which, the Language hath been of late 
- That ſomething muſt be done for them. Tis 


Known enough, that the Diſcontents which 


appeared ſome time after the King's Acceſſi- 
on, aroſe from no other Cauſe than an un- 

happy and miſtaken Opinion of Danger to 
the Church, from the Dzſpofitions ſuppoſed 
to be among ſome of the Miniſters then in 
Power; and from the univerſal Change of 
Perſons and Meaſures which immediately 
ſucceeded. In the Rebellion which ſoon 
followed, the Diſſenters in England were 
wholly innocent, and ſo were probably ma- 
ny in Scotland, if we except thoſe whoſe 
Abhorrence of the Union had prevailed 


over the Doctrines of the Kirk. Whatever 
hath ſince gradually happened, that might 
give the Appearance of Diſpleaſure towards 
the Church, as it was doubtleſs intended for 
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_ themſelves eaſily apprehended, and took 


they could find it. For they could not 


ſufficient in any manner to ere a. Common 


and the ſubſequent Meſſage in anſwer to the 


i 
a gentle Puniſhment to a Society of People, 
many of whoſe Members had appeared in 
Arms againſt their Prince, ſo it was under- 
ſtood by all Parties to be meant as a Prelude 
of Favour towards the Diſſenters which 


care to cultivate by moſt obſequious Ad- | 
dreſſes, loyal Pamphlets, and wel-affeled i 
Sermons; lo that if ever any People of a 
zolerated Religion lay under a more than or- 
dinary Obligation to be Loyal, thoſe are 
the Men. For if they were under the ſtrong- 
eſt Temptation to be otherwiſe, it is not 
eaſy to conjecture where they would ſeeck 
Recourſe, nor poſlible to determine where 


with Decexcy unite either with Papiſts or 
diſaffected Cburch-· men, nor is their Power 


wealth, ſo that it is the peculiar pier of = 
that Party to have their Duty and /utereſt i 
more firmly united, than any other in either 
Nation. And theſe were the Sentimeuts of 
Mr. Walpole himſelf, which he delivered in 
the Houſe of Commons ſoon after his Dif- 
miffou .. 1 + 
There ought indeed to be a great and due 
regard paid to the defires of his MAJESTY | 
expreſſed in the Speech from the Throne, 


? 


b Lords 
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| Lords Addreſs, which are generally undec- 


ſtood to mean a Repeat! of the Te. Bur this 
appears to be grounded upon an Opinior in 
the Court of England, that ſuch a Repeal 
was generally deſired by the People of this 
Kingdom, and would paſs by an undiſputed 
Majority in the Houſe of Commons. 
Some Yearsagothe City of Dub/in was pre- 

$ vailed upon to Addreſs her late MAJESTY 
3 upon the ſame Head. The Diſſenting Teach · 
ers and Mavagers have ſince, upon all Occa- 
ons, induſtriouſly advanced this Opinion 
among the ſeveral Succeſſons of Minifters 
u che Englifh Court, that all wel- affected 
Proteſtants, of every Perſwafion in Ireland, 
did heartily wiſh che 7eſt might be Repeal- 

if ed, in order to unice us here more firmly 
© againſt the Common Enemy. Now, although it 
plainly appears from the whole Tenor of his 


MR MAJESTY's Governmen?, that he is thtough- 
ly acquainted with the Diſpofitions of his 


8 Britifh Subjetts ; yet we of this Xingdom lye 
too remote and obſcure to fall fo particular 

| ty under His X»owledge or Obſervation : He 
has a Wiſe and able Miniftry diſpoſed to 
adviſe him for che Good of his People; but 
even theſe at ſuch a Diſtauce muſt receive 
= their Intelligence from others, and are by 
Conſequence liable to be deceived by wrong 
| Toformation ; which hath manifeſtly 2 2 
_ the 
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the Caſe : For in full Contradiction to all 
that the Diſſenters, their Advocates, and 
Solicitors could infinuate, concerning the 


” 


* 


good Diſpoſitions, in this Kingdom to deliver 
them from the Bondage of this Law, it ap- 
peared that abundance of Time, Expence, 
Fatigue and Management had. been employ d 
to ſierle Purpoſe, and the Parliament was 
ſo far from being inclined to gratify the Di/- Wi 
ſenters upon this Article, that few. Propoſals 
were rejected with greater Unanimity ; and 
this Proceeding was founded upon very 
powerful Reaſons, wherein the Intereſt of 
the Church was not at all concerned. Nei- 
ther can the Houſe of Commons be juſtly þ 
taxed with any want of Duty or Affection 
to His MAFESTT, for ſurely no Prince had 
ever more Obedijent Subjects. But whoevet W 
takes only a tranſient View of the State of 
this Kingdom, will find it in many Points 
very different from that of any other under 
the Sun. For firſt, the Biſpopricts here be- 
ing generally diſpoſed of by the Recommen- 
dation of Governors ſent from England are 
beſtowed among their Chaplains, who attend 
them hither, except where ſome Prelate 
from thence will condeſcend to come over 
in order to ixſtruct and civiliſe us. Moſt of | 
the Deaneries and many other conſiderable | 
Church Preferments are likewiſe in the 
. "*" 
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the Crown, and uſually run the ſame way. 
All Call Empleyments ate already rated 
in Reyerſion, here they are capable of it, 
which the Gentlemen of England de not dif- 
Ji any more than they do the conſider- 
able. Poſts in the Law, the Army, and the 


11 b 


Hevesge. And the Misfortyic is, to Tee 


theſe Perſons come over with'an Opinion that 
we are 2 Race of inferior Mortgls, who have 


% 
o 


0 1 51 4 $3.4. Aide ene 12 r 
geither conmon Senſe to Know our own I- 


1 


- 


Zy. The Word 


Js Province, Colony, Plantition, 


By-Law applied by ſome Patriot from t other 
fide the Water, to the Act of an 

ment. And I ſhould be loth to name. a cer- 
rain great and moſt active Man, born in this 
Kingdom, who ſaid to me in the preſence 
and hearing of a Chief Governor, that if the 


#% WS. FF EA 


„ --7 
Parliament of Ireland were not ſubject to 
that of England, as well as to the Prince, he 
would take three Vears Purehaſe for his 
7 RE 
But, to return to the State of the Aingdom; 
when we conſider the ſevere Diſcipline we 
are under. with Regard. to our Trade and 
Manifacture; That one third Part of the 
Rents of Jriſh Eſtates is ſpent in England by 
Abſentees; to which may be added, the dead ih 
weight of Penſious, which together with the 
whole Revenue of the Poſf-Office is remitted WF 
thither ; that the Engliſb, in almoſt every Ar- 
ricle, are prodigious Gaz#ers.upon the Balance, 
with a hundred other obvious Reflections of 
the like Nature; it ſeems almoſt a Miracle, 
how this Maud is in any Condition of Sup- 
Y Porting it ſelf; and confirms to me what 1 
have often heard from great Merchants in 
London, that England gains yearly at leaſt a 
Million, by the ſeveral Articles above-menti- } 
oned, which I doubt is more than can be 
. affirmed of all their Commerce through the 
, eG 
When the Condition of our Country ap-l 
pears in this Light, where I ſuppoſe every 
thinking Man will agree to place it, we 
cannot but remembet, that we ate often en- 
cumbred with younger Children, Brothers, 
and Nephews after the manner of other Na- 
| . e EE og ions, 
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tions, and are. ſufficiently perplexed how to, 
diſpoſe of them. The unparallelId Bravery 
of the Gentlemen of this XKiugdom at the Time 
of the Revolution, and during the Courſe of 
a long War, was amply rewarded by His 
Majeſty King WILLIAM with conſiderable 
Poſts in the Army, which ſome of the Surviyors 
{ſtill retain. But Eugliſb Biſhops, . Fudges and 
SBC ommiſoners will have Engliſh Favourites, 
by which means the Sons of Gentlemen who 
have the Misfortune to be Born on Triſß 
Ground, if they. try their Fortune in the 
church, the Law, or the Revenue, muſt be 
Fontent to dye in the Condition of a Country 
Curate, a Petty-fogger, or an Exciſe man, and 
the Univerſity may ſhut up their Gates, 
and turn their Profeſſorſhips into Sine- cures. 
We cannot ſend our Sons to Sea having no 
Ships of our own, and under the mortifying 
Circumſtances of our Trade, inſtead of grow. 


— 


n ng Merchants, Shop-keepers or. Artificers, 


they have ten to one againſt them of be- 
coming Bantrupts, Pedlars or Beggars. Theſe 
Inconyeniencies are no more than what eve- _ 
ry Chyrch-man. in the Xingdom, without Di- 
ſtinction of Party, if he E his Country, 
both knows and laments : How could they 
be then concealed from the Wiſdom of the 


Nation? when it was ſo manifeſt, that a 
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Repeal of the Teſt A# would at once let in 
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Matters of Feclefraſtick \ Nature or what 
concerned their Property: I find they arc i 
| likewiſe apprehenfive of further Schemes 


che © Church 2 ought to 
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utiſdiction of Biſhops, ahd other 


which may turn to their Diſadvantage: Now 
although I cannot be of the Opinion which 


T have often heard in Exglaud, that Parlia- 
ments ſeldom do any good By ; 


intermedling N 
7 0 Religion or 7 125 yer I have a fifong | 

Scruple 7 the Rights and Liberties of 
| be leſſehed withour a 
heating by the Body of the C/ergy affembled , 
in ee, Thoſe Rights were contirm- | 


1 Part of the Cornu Oath, ape 
Tag] make no Remark... ' The d 
hich all good Men H ve aga 
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in general. The Tory Party, 
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- rels and Competitions, and is in ditect 
tradiction to the univerſal Policy and Practice 
of other Nations, nor altogether juſtifiable 

either in Reaſor or Arithmetick, neither of 
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ples; ſeveral among them have been convin- 


ced of their Ertors, and have received ſuitable 


Marks' of Fayour, ſo that in a very ſhorr 
time the Government muſt have a confider- 


able Majority of that venerable Body on 
their Side, whoſe Loyalty though founded 


upon Principle, will yet be ſtronger eſtabliſh- 
J by the Op 


by the Opinion of Safety and Security in 


their Privileges and Poſſæſſonr. And this I 
_ coticeive to be ſomewhat a more effectual 


Method towards the ſettlement of Peace and 


' Tranquility in this Xingdow than the Scheme 


of taking Diſſexeers into the Civil Power, 
wich would fow theSeeds ofeverlaſtingQuar- 
ON» 


which will be eaſily reconciled with the Ex- 


\ —.— of gaining a few new Friends, at 
1 


Expence of ſacrificing a much greater 
' The Congregations of Difſenters in this 
Town, profeſſing Chriſtianity, conſiſt of Pres- 
byteriins, Quakers, Auabaptiſts, Tndepentants, 


| Number of old one. 


and Free will Baptiſts, which Laft, are un- 
happily divided into two Sefs by a late 
_ Schiſis among them: There may probably 


be more X;»ds, which have not come to my 
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are in a manner liſted under the Presbyte- 
'  rians, and being united in one common In- 
tereſt; whatever Controverſies they may 


have among themſelves, are at preſent but 
little known or obſeryed. But the Proſpect 
of Power will probably ſoon make them 
fall into their ſeveral Rauts, and vye with 
each other for Principles beſt conſiſtent with 
Civil Government. This may produce Heats 
and Animoſities, as it hath formerly done, 


to the diſturbance of publick Peace; neither 


is it improbable, that three Colleges of as 
many Religious on the ſame Bench, may claſh 
in their Law as well as their Divinity. The 
Quakers will alſo labour under a great Diffi- 
culty; for I do not {ee how a Perſon of that 
Sect can take the Office of Lord Chanceller, 
or Chief Fuſtice, unleſs he be diſpenced with 
in the Circumſtance of Oaths, and Ceremony 


of Habits; without which he muſt remain un- | 


qualify'd ro ſerve his Prince and Country, thro 
the Tenderneſs of his Conſcience. One of 


their Brethren hath indeed lately written a 


Treatiſe to juſtify the wearing of the carnal 
Sword, whether with the View of getting a 
Commiſſion in the Army upon the Repeal 


of the eſt I cannot determine, nor chow _ 


i * 


many Proſelytes he may bring over at this 


1 Juncture. 201 4 AP 54 
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